‘Somehow I end up

running the program’

By PAULA RENSBERGER

joganet Bavaro never really volunteers for a

It just seems that if no one else readily offers
her services, she will. Thus evolved the now-
familiar phrase, *. . .so somehow I ended up
running the program.”

Bavaro’'s ‘‘running the program’ extends
much further than involvement with communi-
ty. In her Westlake Village home, her husband
and five children are enough to keep her

than philanthropy on her part — it grappled with
her conscience in something she may or may not
have believed in.

Vice president of the group, Bavaro was in-
vited with other officers to listen to a Viet-
namese refugee representative appeal for spon-
sorship of a family he felt “would make good
citizens.” oo s

Since Mrs. Kenneth Rufener, women’s club
president, was leaving town the following day,
Bavaro was asked to coordinate the sponsorship
— since she was acting president anyway.

It was then that she became acquainted with
the Hoang family, one of the thousands of Viet-

namese families planted temporarily in Camp
Pendleton, searching for a place to-live. Her
job? To help set up housing for the eight-
member family.

- After frequenting second-hand stores for used
furniture and ‘‘getting on the phone to ask people
for supplies,”” Bavaro succeeded in completely
furnishing a Thousand Oaks apartment for the
refugees. . v

There were problems, she admitted.

Some apartment managers ‘‘were very rude
‘when they found out the apartment would be for
Vietnamese,”’ she said. “It was like they were
something terrible. We talked it over and decid-
_ed it was something you had to expect.”

The original idea was to secure a house for the
Hoangs, but Bavaro quickly vetoed the proposal..
“I thought it was too much for someone to come .
out and have to cope with stopped-up toilets —
the logistics were just too much.” e ot rees

‘Although sponsorship of a family is only a
- moral obligation, Bavaro performed above and
~_ beyond that. “When they first arrived, I took
- them to K-Mart and bought tennis shoes,” she
. remembered. “They had no shoes except broken
sandals.” She assisted the Hoang family’s

jumping. “I've been cooking like wildfire,”" the
pf‘rsnnahle woman chuckled. “'Like a three-ring
circus — that's how I live."

But her busy life is one she enjoys. “‘Having
been a military wife for 30 years, I jurnp right in
and help no matter what I believe politically.”

Politics.

That area may seem remote from Bavaro's
social whirl of supper groups, couples’ bridge
games and running a perpetual car pool for her
children. But a major project she undertook for
Westlake Village Women's Club proved more

Too, an evening emergency with one of the
Hoang children turned into a late-night waiting
marathon at the hospital for Bavaro, who
volunteered to drive.

“Now that was a moral obligation,” she
laughed.

Political views and personal emotion came
into play another time for the active woman.

During ‘‘Operation Babylift"" when infants
were being flown from Vietnam for adoption by
American families, care was needed in the in-
terim. Bavaro Teceived a call from the Long
Beach baby stopover, asking for women fo
merely hold them. She went; taking a friend with
her.

I had a very deep, personal reaction to that
for many days after,” she recalled softly. One
baby in particular, was two weeks old and had
been in transit for five or six days. *‘That meant
the mother had the baby and immediately put it
on a plane for the United States.” y

Some of her friends asked to accompany her in
baby-holding didn’t think the u'x'fant transport
was right. “That isn’t the point, she declared.
“Someone called and wanted me to help. I
wasn’t saying what I thought. I was just willing
to help.”

Her willingness to help was a sure prere-
quisite when scounting possible presidential can-
didates for the next club year. “‘I guess anyone
who can take care of five kids and chase them 1'5
different directions can coordinate a women's
club,” she chuckled. ; : o

But as she spoke of her family’s prior military
life stationed in Heidelberg, Germany, a tinge of
nostalgic wistfulness was evident. When the
family moved to The Conejo five years ago, she
admitted it was “‘a hard thing to do. We hadn’t
spent more than a day or two in California, ever.

It was a hard transition.”

sponsor — Westlake United Methodist Church= """ " "Biit now, California is home to the Bavaros.
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“The kids have all settled here, and we've
made enough friends,” she smiled. *'It gives you
en you make friends.”
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In The True Spirit

Sharing and caring’’ are indeed
the true spirit of the Christmas
In any community there is
needy family or group, whose

Season

could be bhrightened if
se more forfunate among us
uld show a little Jove--a little

caring and sharing.’

Fach year in our Las Virgenes
communily, in a quiet, un-
publicized manner, the Westlake
Women's Club shoulders a goo
amount of this responsibility. The
members, all  local Westlake
ladies. distribute food and funds.

.................. blrdnsnanmannrsnshahams'as

toys and trees in a variety of
directions throughout the loecal
area.
Refugee Family

A Vietnamese family recently
relocaled in our community. and
co-sponsored by the Westlake
Women's Club had a happy
holiday through the efforts of the
club  members. The refugee
lamily. comprised of five children
and a 14 year old uncle, received
gilts and a sewing machine was
purchased for the younster's

maother.
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